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Comedian Paige Blair performs at Studio G’s Comedy Cellar, Dec. 5. ALEX NEWMAN/22ND CENTURY MEDIA
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Comedy Cellar new home to HP stand up comedy

DOUG RAPP
Freelance Reporter

“This is the. best com-
edy bargain in a town that
doesn’t need a -bargain,”
said Larry Bloom.

He was introducing the
first comedy show at the
newly reopened Studio
G’s Comedy Cellar on
Thursday, Dec. 5. Pro-
duced by Bloom’s Fun-
nier By The Lake with co-
producer Ricky March, the
show featured three Chi-
cago comics and a national
headliner for $20, which
included a drink.

The hour-plus show
moved quickly as couples
sipped drinks at tables fac-
ing the stage while couch-
es along the wall complet-
ed the homey feel of the
venue in Studio G’s bright,
large basement decorated
with classic rock memora-
bilia.

March hosted the show,
introducing the comics and
engaging in some crowd
banter. Darius Kennedy
did a self-consciously ab-
surd bit about his favorite
dinosaur, the thesaurus.
Paige Blair talked about
the recent popularity of
genealogy tests, -saying
she knows how white she
is because she still worries
she wasn’t polite enough
to an Uber driver from
months ago. The uproari-
ously loud Kevin Kellam
wondered how anti-cli-
mactic Neil Armstrong’s
life was after he returned
from the moon.

Headliner Rob Chris-
tensen, who’s appeared
on “Last Comic Standing”
and Comedy Central, talk-
ed about toxic masculinity
and balancing toughness
without being obnoxious.

“You can’t protect your
family if you’re the kind of

The show was the first event hosted by Studio G’s
Comedy Cellar since its opening.

guy who says ‘okie-dok-
ie,”” he said in an extended
riff on manhood. Later, he
said he was most afraid of
men with misspelled tat-
toos—“‘you know they’re
not afraid of making per-
manent mistakes.”

“It was a great time,”
said Kennedy after the
show. “I felt like I was
performing in a really cool
uncle’s basement. When I
walked downstairs, I felt
like I’d been here before.
It made it teally comfort-
able.” ¢

Bloom said he thought
the first show went “pretty
well.”

“It’s a new show, new
venue,” he said. “There’s
always hurdles and you
gotta grow.”

Bloom, who has pro-
duced comedy shows in
Highland Park and sur-
rounding ~ communities,
said he wants to do more
shows in the Comedy Cel-
lar, perhaps monthly.

“For the first few months
we’re going to keep it kind
of low-key,” he said.

Bloom said the next
show isn’t planned yet,
because he’s been “hyper-
focused” on planning the
premiere. He said bring-
ing in diverse lineups are
important to him and_ he
tries to hit a 50/50 balance
of male and female com-
ics.

A comedian himself,
Bloom said he also hopes
to book some bigger-name
comics for shows in the
larger upstairs space.

Hal Emalfarb, who co-
owns. the Studio G build-
ing with his wife, Geri,
said the site has a history
of entertainment, once
hosting shows by Frank
Sinatra and others. He said
they want to revitalize the
location and make it an
entertainment destination
that can host concerts,
private parties and other
functions.

Geri Emalfarb said she
enjoyed the show and
hopes to bring in more fans
for future comedy shows.

“It’s a really good space
for it,” she said.
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Comedian Kevin Kellam performs a standup set, Dec. 5, at Studio G’s Comedy Cellar
in Highland Park. PHOTOS BY ALEX NEWMAN/22ND CENTURY MEDIA

Darius Kennedy

performs a standup set.




